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November 2010

As I write this, the Pumpkins are waning, but still going strong. As I write this, they are still
here, still making the front yard bloom with orange, green, white, and the sounds of Preschool
groups, parents chasing after their children, and beanbags hitting painted boards join the sounds of
laughter from adults inside and outside the tent. It may be the last week, but the Pumpkins are still
here.

As you read this, the Pumpkins are gone. They have been bought, the bad ones
“QC’d” (thrown away as an act of “Quality Control”), and the leftovers have been carted away, to a
game ranch in Lawrenceville is the plan. Now the front yard is marked by emptiness, and a mix of
patchy trampled-upon ground.

A front yard full of Pumpkins turns into a front yard with trampled-on grass, which will turn
into a front yard full of brown grass, which will turn into a front yard full of green grass, which will
turn into a front yard ready for Pumpkins.

Our year is coming to a close. We have entered the Holiday Season, which means that the
Pumpkins out front turn into Pumpkin pie to eat after Turkey. Then, those Turkey leftovers be-
come Turkey sandwiches to serve at Holiday Parties for December. Holiday over-eating runs
through New Year’s Eve parties, which turn into New Year’s resolutions.

So, I encourage you, with all of the changes going on, with all of the things right around the
corner, with things that always turn into something else, to slow down and enjoy the moment. The
never-ending-to-do-list of the season does NOT need to control your life. Instead, maybe you and I
could enjoy the time, enjoy the time we get to spend with family and friends, and enjoy the time we
get to spend without family and friends. We could, like children waiting for presents under the
tree, live with the excitement of anticipation.

So, enjoy what is, and enjoy the anticipation of what is to come. For me, I’'m going to take the
opportunity to sit among the Pumpkins later today, because as I write this, they are still there.

Let us all,

Be Well,

Mo

WSS -

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace
of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus.
I Corinthians 1:4 (NRSV)
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2010 CALENDAR of ADVENT EVENTS
at
NORCROSS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Saturday, November 27 10:00 a.m. Hanging of the Greens
Join your friends and decorate the Sanctuary for the
Christmas season.

Sunday, November 28 10:30 a.m. 1* Sunday in Advent — Crismon Tree
Bring your family’s favorite Christmas
ornament to Sunday worship to hang on our NPC
tree.

Saturday, December 4 8 to 11:00 a.m. Breakfast with Santa (times are still tentative)
Sponsored by our Men’s Group. The menu includes
French toast sticks, sausage, fruit, juice, milk, and
coffee. Santa will make a special appearance at
8:30 a.m.

6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Youth Group Free Babysitting (times are still tentative)
Providing an opportunity for parents to Christmas
shop. This is available to church members as well
as parents of children in our childcare program. For
children 12mos.-5™ grade. Snacks provided. There
is no charge, but donations are accepted.

Sunday, December 5 11:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday in Advent — Christmas Play
Drama performance by the NPC Players of “The
Little Shepherd” during worship. Worship will also
include Holy Communion. There will be no
contemporary worship segment this day.
Please note worship begins at 11:00.

Sunday, December 12 11:00 a.m. 3" Sunday in Advent — Christmas Cantata
“The Wondrous Story” performed by our chancel
and handbell choirs. There will be no contemporary
worship segment this day.
Please note worship begins at 11:00.

after worship Potluck Christmas Luncheon
Right after worship, we will celebrate with a
Christmas luncheon in honor of our choir.

Wednesday, December 15 6:00 p.m. Christmas Potluck Supper
Share a Christmas Potluck Dinner during our
Wednesday Night Dinner time.

Friday, December 17 11:30 a.m. NPC Preschool Christmas Program

Saturday, December 18 Time TBD Youth Group Trip to Stone Mountain
Followed by a white elephant gift exchange and
Christmas party

(continued on next page)



(continued from page 2)

Sunday, December 19 10:30 a.m. 4th Sunday in Advent — Jesse Tree
Sunday worship at our regular time

3-5:00 p.m. Rainbow Village Kids Shopping (date is tentative)
Church-sponsored Target visit. Gift cards can be
brought to church in advance.

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services
3:00 p.m. Grief Service (for those experiencing loss this season)
5:00 p.m. Family/Children’s Service
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
Wednesday, January 5, 2011  6:30 p.m. Take down Christmas decorations from Sanctuary

Following the Wednesday Night Dinner

Visit our website at www.norcrosspresbyterian.org for any changes or additions.

NPC Youth News
By Melissa Fry and Sarah Brown

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS!!!
To all NPC Youth families,
Please mark the following activities on your calendars:
November 5-7 ---> Montreat Family Weekend (No youth on Sunday, November 7th)
November 14th ---> We will worship that night at Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church for their
monthly service — Mitchell Bernardo has been playing drums for them! There is dinner before-
hand at the church. We will get details regarding price for dinner and times to you as soon as

possible!

November 28th ---> Noah Harris’ Eagle Ceremony will be our youth event for this evening —
the service is at 4:00pm

December 4th ---> Youth Free Babysitting Night (more details to follow)

December 18th —> Youth Trip to Stone Mountain (more details to follow)

We will have more activities and/or meetings in December; we just need to nail down some
details! If you have any questions about these upcoming activities, please see either Melissa

or Sarah! ;)

Thank you!
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November/December 2010 announcements for

The NPC Ringers

Handbells are open to all musicians

Hello! Check us out! Hear us play both bells and

If you are interested in ringing,
and if you have ever played an instrument or sung
in a chorus for a year or so:
You can do it!

The NPC Ringers are open to all musicians Middle
School age and up. You do not have to be a mem-
ber of NPC to play. We have a position available
for a treble clef ringer. So, join the handbell choir
— it is an integral part of our Ministry of Music. Our
current ringers will help you get started. Ringing handbells is a community effort, and

all we volunteers happily support each other.
- Ken Birmingham, Volunteer Director

chimes during the Thanksgiving
Sunday service on November 21.

Fall 2010 Programs: We are preparing new pieces
for Thanksgiving Sunday and for Advent.

Handbell Calendar for November/December 2010

Date Ringers’ Activities Comments
November 7 NO REHEARSAL Montreat Weekend
November 14 Rehearsal at 1:30 PM Regular Rehearsal

November 21, 8:45 set up

Thanksgiving Sun. Service

Pealing the Hour at 11:00

November 21

Rehearsal at 1:30 PM

Regular Rehearsal

November 28

NO REHEARSAL*

Thanksgiving Weekend

December 5 Rehearsal at 1:30 PM Regular Rehearsal
December 12, 8:45 set up |Cantata Sunday Service Pealing the Hour at 11:00
December 12, 19, 26 NO REHEARSALS Advent/Christmas Break

*No rehearsal on November 28 subject to change depending on ringers’ availability
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
by Lyn Ferraiolo

Those of you who are working on hats that will be sent to Clifton
House, please try to have them ready to be sent with the Meal Team
that feeds the gentlemen on the first Saturday of December. Please
bring them with you to church on Sunday, November 28th, or you
may drop them off in the church office with Lisa. (Please label the

bag for Clifton House.) If you want to drop off yarn (which we will knit into hats), leave it with
Lisa in the office and she will e-mail me that it is there. Cold days ARE coming, and a home-
made hat is really appreciated by these men who are entering the job market.
Thank you for your support of this ministry.
Lyn
770-246-0255 or lynferraiolo@bellsouth.net

Santa Claus Express
2010

Each year, the people of Presbyterian churches in Georgia help put Christmas smiles on the
faces of the senior residents who open the wonderful gifts that we gather. The tradition of
Santa Claus Express is one that continues this year. Christmas will arrive before we know it, so
please be a Santa’s helper during November this year. Santa Claus Express gifts have to be
delivered on December 1st from Norcross to one of the churches which gathers them in and
arranges for delivery to the residents of the homes.

Santa Claus Express brochures are available on the narthex table. Suggested items are
generally the same year to year, but please look at a brochure and make note of some changes.
Gifts donated but not needed for Christmas are saved to be given throughout the year to resi-
dents as prizes for games, birthdays, and other events.

If you would rather contribute to Presbyterian Homes, Presbyterian Village, Calvin Court, or
Phillips Tower at this time of year by giving as a Christmas Angel, angel ornaments and enve-
lopes will be available for you to use. Financial gifts are a major source of funds for Presbyte-
rian Homes administrators to provide lifetime care and quality service programs at the resi-
dences. Each ornament represents a gift to the Caring Hands Fund that pays for the care of resi-
dents who have outlived their resources.

There are four Sundays in November. Look for a basket on a table in the narthex when you
come to church and leave your gifts there.

If you have any questions, please contact Carol MacGregor. Thank you.
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Breakfast with Santa!

Saturday, December 4th
8-11:00 am

Special Appearance by Santa Claus at
8:30am

Don’t miss this photo opportunity!

| TICKET PRICES: |
| |
! Adults $5.00 Breakfast menu includes: ;
:Children 5-12 $2.00 French toast sticks, sausage, fruit, :
- Children under 5 FREE! juice, milk, and coffee :
i ($15.00 maximum per family) |

Sponsored by the NPC Men’s Group Norcross Presbyterian Church

Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit 3324 Medlock Bridge Road

Vacation Bible School 201 | Norcross Ga. 30092
(770) 448-7744
e-mail:

npc.office@norcrosspresbyterian.org
www.norcrosspresbyterian.org
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BEST WISHES TO OUR
NOVEMBER

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS

U

2 Calvin Bernardo
3 Mundy Rado
3 Jo Crymes

13 Beth Miller
18 Glory Hanna



**For the latest scheduling additions and updates, view our online calendar at**
http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcrosspres

November 2010

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

6:30 Boy Scouts

2

Election Day —
Preschool Closed

3:30 Piano lessons
with Val

5:45 WND- Fry
6:30 Discussion
6:30 Drama Practice
7:30 Chancel Choir
8:30 KYC Worship

6:45 Jr. Girl Scouts

5

Montreat Fall Family
Retreat

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

6

Montreat Fall Family
Retreat

1:30 KYC Bible
Study

7

Montreat Fall Family
Retreat

9:15 SS/NPC

9:15 Praise Team
9:30 Prayer Shawl
10:30 NPC Worship
12:00 SS/KYC

1:00 KYC Worship
2:30 KYC Fellowship

8

6:30 Boy Scouts

9

3:30 Piano lessons
with Val

10

Preschool Early
Release @ 11:30am

5:45 WND- Lankford
6:30 Discussion
6:30 Drama Practice
7:30 Chancel Choir
8:30 KYC Worship

11

Preschool Early
Release @ 11:30am

12

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

13

8:00 Boy Scout
District Event
(backyard)

10:00 Cantata
Rehearsal

1:30 KYC Bible
Study

14

9:15 SS/NPC

9:15 Praise Team
9:30 Prayer Shawl
10:30 NPC Worship
12:00 SS/KYC

1:00 KYC Worship
1:30 NPC Ringers
2:30 KYC Fellowship
3:30 Praise Kids
6:00 Youth Group

15

6:30 Boy Scouts

16

3:30 Piano lessons
with Val

17

5:45 WND-
Plyler/Bartlett
6:30 Discussion
6:30 Drama Practice
7:30 Chancel Choir
8:30 KYC Worship

18

6:45 Jr. Girl Scouts

19

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

20

1:30 KYC Bible
Study

21

9:15 SS/NPC

9:15 Praise Team
9:30 Prayer Shawl
10:30 NPC Worship
12:00 SS/KYC

1:00 KYC Worship
1:30 NPC Ringers
2:30 KYC Fellowship
3:00 Session Mtg

22

Gwinnett Co. Holiday
Preschool Closed

23

Gwinnett Co. Holiday
Preschool Closed

24

Gwinnett Co. Holiday
Preschool Closed

No NPC Activities
8:30 KYC Worship

25

Thanksgiving Holiday
Preschool and
Office Closed

Happy
Thanksgiving!

26

Thanksgiving Holiday
Preschool and
Office Closed

9:00 KYC Prayer
Meeting

27

10:00 Hanging of
the Greens

1:30 KYC Bible
Study

28

9:15 SS/NPC

9:15 Praise Team
9:30 Prayer Shawl
10:30 NPC Worship
12:00 SS/KYC

1:00 KYC Worship
2:00 Praise Kids
2:30 KYC Fellowship
4:00 Eagle COH

29

newsletter deadline

6:30 Boy Scouts

30

3:30 Piano lessons
with Val

at Norcross Presbyterian Church

3324 Medlock Bridge Road, Norcross, GA 30092 770.448.7744
www.norcrosspresbyterian.org
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