
 

We’re in October now.  Spooky times.  Ghosts and Goblins and Witches.  Spider webs aren’t 

the only things that can catch us.  See, I’ve got a sure-fire way to scare you.  Ready.  Sit down for it.  

Here it comes… 

Stewardship. 

And even though this is only a letter, I can hear the pin drop among the congregation. 

Seems like we talk about money quite a bit.  If you aren’t receiving another letter from the 

church (and you have already received a few very recently) then I am talking about it, or the session 

is talking about it, or you can find the weekly giving report hanging in the narthex.  

We do talk about money quite a bit.  Course, so did Jesus.  Outside of the Kingdom of God, 

Jesus talked about money more than anything else.  More than people, more than grace, more than 

actions and ethics, more than love.  Money. 

He’s got famous parables about it, “Once a man had two sons.  The youngest said to his fa-

ther, ‘Give me all of the inheritance that will be mine now...”  He’s got famous sayings about it, 

“Where your money is, there your heart will be also.”  And he’s pretty famous for his actions about 

it, turning over the tables of the money changers in the temple during Passion Week. 

Jesus knew that money was important.  Not because the temple needed it.  Not because the 

church needed it.  Not because Jesus needed it for any kind of organized purpose to further religion.  

All of those are important, but none of them are why Jesus talked about money.  Jesus talked about 

money because it was, and still is, an important part of the lives of humans. 

So, because 26 October is Consecration Sunday (You will be receiving letters and invitations 

about this) and since money is important not only to us, but also to Jesus, we will be talking about 

money.  I hope you will join in worship, and feel free to talk to me and to others about money, and to 

talk with your family about how much you intend to commit to the ministry of Jesus Christ through 

Norcross Presbyterian Church in 2009. 

 

As I am always, 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

 

 

 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus.  – I Corinthians 1:4 (NRSV) 
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As we approach our seventh year, 
the primary purpose of the NPC 
Pumpkin Patch continues to be 
outreach and fellowship, with a 
secondary mission, fundraising. 

Proceeds will be divided evenly between Norcross Cooperative Ministry and NPC’s general 
fund for operations. 
 

Please mark your calendar with the following important dates: 
 

 Sunday,    October 5
th
    Unload Pumpkins (12:30 p.m. ‘til ?) 

 Monday,   October 6
th
   Pumpkin Patch Opening Day 

 Saturday,  October 18
th
   Barbeque and Bazaar 

 Friday,      October 31
st
   Pumpkin Patch Closing Day 

 November 1
st
 – 3

rd 
   Patch Cleanup 

  

Based on discussions held over the summer, we have reduced Patch hours by 20% and 
established 2 hour shifts for afternoons, evenings and weekends. 
Here are the new opening/closing times: 
 
 Day    Dates    Opening Closing 
 Monday – Friday   (10/6 – 10/10)     9:00 AM 1:00 PM 
 Monday – Tuesday   (10/13 – 10/14)     9:00 AM 1:00 PM 
 Wednesday – Friday  (10/15 – 10/17)     9:00 AM 7:00 PM 
 Monday – Friday   (10/20 – 10/24)     9:00 AM 7:00 PM 
 Monday – Friday   (10/27 – 10/31)     9:00 AM 7:00 PM 
 Saturdays    (10/11, 10/18, 10/25)  10:00 AM 6:00 PM 
 Sundays    (10/12, 10/19, 10/26)  12:00 PM 6:00 PM 

  
The Patch will be open for twenty-six days in October, giving us the opportunity to reach out to local 
preschools; to meet our neighbors and visit with people who drive by our church daily; and to spend 
some time with and get to know other church members a little bit better during quiet times in the 
patch. 
 

We still need people to staff the patch – and in the past, assistance has come from NPC members 
and friends, boy scouts, preschool parents, and NHS students.  No offer of help is too small.  We 
also need cookie bakers and storyteller assistants for morning Pre-K visits (500+ preschool 
visitors in 2007).  Pumpkin Patch Shift sign up sheets are available in the Narthex. 
 

We hope that everyone will find a way to participate in the fun and fulfillment that comes with 
working in the Patch. Look for more news in upcoming bulletins. Please contact Diane Lewis with 
questions or for more information. 



Page 3 

 

Annual NPC BBQ and Bazaar 

 
 

If you would like to donate items for the bazaar, we're looking for clothes, toys, 

books, kitchenware, dishes, pretty much anything short of the kitchen sink.  It's a 

great opportunity to clean out your house and help those in need. 
 

For the BBQ, the Men’s Group is planning to offer grilled brats and hot dogs.  

Look for more menu information in the church bulletin and by email soon. 
 

As always, we're looking for a great turnout, lots of fun and good food.  For more 

information about the bazaar or to volunteer to help, please contact Diane Lewis, 

Lyn Ferraiolo, Jill Swenson or Mary Greenway. 
 

Save the Date! 
 

The annual NPC BBQ and 

Bazaar is coming  

Saturday, October 18th 
from 9am-3pm.   



 

October 2008 announcements for 

Handbell Ringers and Brass Players 

Music program open to visitors and guests 

The NPC Ringers are ringing away!  We participate in 
services on a regular basis! 
 

We have started to rehearse fall, Advent, and 
Christmas music, including hand chimes pieces.  
The NPC Ringers really enjoy reading and rehearsing 
the new pieces we are choosing for this season. 
 
If you are interested in ringing and if you have ever played an 
instrument or sung in a chorus for at least a year  

You can do it!   
The Ringers are open to musicians Middle School age and up.  Join us in October to 
work on Christmas/Advent material.  You do NOT have to be a member of NPC to 
play.  We have at least two slots open.  We are trying to  
move from 10 regular positions to 12. 
 
Our current ringers will help you get started.  Ringing 
handbells is a community effort, and we are all in it 
together. 
-Ken Birmingham 
 
If you are reading this online click on this URL to hear the handchimes: 
http://www.norcrosspresbyterian.org/SermonAudios08/080824hb/a3_just_a_closer_walk_with_thee.mp3 

Date Ringers’ Activities Comments 

October 19, 26 Rehearsal 1:45 PM Sunday afternoon rehearsals 

October  5, 12 No rehearsals Pumpkin Patch Delivery 10/5, 

Montreat Church Retreat 10/12 

Handbell Calendar for October 2008 

Brass Players: Join the Advent Brass Ensemble 

Based on the Montreat experience we are pursuing having a brass choir for the Advent 
Season.  The music is familiar, and easy to read.  We still need some instruments.  We 
need five players minimum, but ten would be superb.  In particular we need middle 
brass: trombone, French horn (F or E), euphonium, or baritone horn.   If you or 
anyone you know would enjoy playing Advent and Christmas music in an ensemble 
please do not hesitate to contact Ken Birmingham or Brock Terry to volunteer (or if you 
have questions).  
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 BEST WISHES TO OUR 
OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS 

3 Lindsay Badeaux 

3 Tom Birmingham 

3 Joseph Crymes 

4 David Bartlett 

4 Leah Kaul 

10 Ryan Kaul 

13 Matthew Goring 

17 B.J. Steele 

19 Matthew Helmstetter 

24 Maryann Peterson 

25 Holton Kaul 

26 Skip Putnam 

27 Sandra Murray 

5 Cassie Smith 

19  Jan Putnam 

29 Craig Harris 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1 
10:30 Kwang Ya 
          Class 
 

5:45 WND- 
        Matt Fry 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Worship 

 2 
   
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Brownies 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

4 
 

 

5      
9:15 SS/NPC 

9:30 Praise Team 
10:30 NPC Worship  
12:00 SS/KYC 

12:30 Pumpkin 
          Unloading 
1:00 KYC Worship  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
6:00 Youth Group  

 

6 
 
9:00 Pumpkin 
        Patch Opens 

 

 

 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
7-9:30  District BSA 
Commissioners’ Mtg 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 
 

8 
10:30 Kwang Ya 
          Class 
 

 
 
5:45 WND- 
        Plyler/Bartlett 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Worship 

9 

 

 

 
 
 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 
 

10 

Montreat Fall  

Family Weekend  
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

11 

Montreat Fall  

Family Weekend  
       
 
 
 
 

  
  

12 

Montreat Fall  

Family Weekend  
 
9:15 SS/NPC 

9:30 Praise Team 
10:30 NPC Worship 
12:00 SS/KYC 

1:00 KYC Worship  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
6:00 Youth Group  

13 
Gwinnett County 

Holiday —  
Preschool Closed 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

14 

 

 

 
 
 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 

15 
10:30 Kwang Ya 
          Class 
 

 
 
 
5:45 WND- 
        Carlson/Karasek 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Worship 

16 

 

 
 
 
 
6:30 Brownies 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 
 

17 
 

8:00 Pickron Meeting 
        (Sanctuary 
          Rental) 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

18 

 
9:00 NPC BBQ 
        and Bazaar 
10:00 Soprano 
          Sectional 
1:00 Alto Sectional 

 
 
 

 19 
 

9:15 SS/NPC 
9:30 Praise Team 
10:30 NPC Worship  
12:00 SS/KYC 
1:00 KYC Worship  
1:45 NPC Ringers  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
6:00 Youth Group  
 

20 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 

22 
10:30 Kwang Ya 
          Class 
 

 
 
 
5:45 WND- 
        Lankford 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Worship 

23 

 
 

 

 
 
 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 

25 
 
9:00 Destination 
        Imagination 

 
 
         
 
 
 
 

26 
9:15 SS/NPC 
9:30 Praise Team 
10:30 NPC Worship  
12:00 SS/KYC 
1:00 KYC Worship 
1:30 Scout PLC  
1:45 NPC Ringers  
2:30 KYC Fellowship 
3:00 Session Mtg 
6:00 Youth Group  

27 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 

29 
10:30 Kwang Ya 
          Class 
 

Newsletter deadline 
 
5:45 WND- 
        Helmstetter 
6:30 Discussion 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
8:30 KYC Worship 

30 

 

 
 
 
 
8:00 Kwang Ya Class 

31 
 
9:00 Pumpkin 
        Patch Last Day 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 KYC Prayer  
        Meeting 
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**For the latest scheduling additions and updates, view our online calendar at** 

 http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcrosspres 

at Norcross Presbyterian Church 
3324 Medlock Bridge Road, Norcross, GA 30092   770.448.7744 

www.norcrosspresbyterian.org 


